
Nanking Cherry

CARE REQUIREMENTS
Sun:
• Full Sun to Light Partial Shade
Water:
• Low to Moderate
 • Drought tolerant once established
Mature Size:
• 6–10 ft tall
 • 8–12 ft wide
Hardiness Zone:
• USDA Zones 2–7
 • Outstanding for Alaska
Growth Rate:
• Fast
Bloom Time:
• Early to Mid Spring
Bloom Color:
• Pale Pink to White
Fruit Harvest:
• Mid Summer
Fruit:
• Bright red cherries
 • Tart to sweet-tart flavor
 • Great fresh, jams, jellies, syrup, or wildlife food

PLANTING
Best Planting Conditions:
• Plant in full sun for best flowering and fruiting
 • Tolerates poor soils better than many fruiting shrubs
 • Prefers well-drained soil
 • Excellent for windbreaks, edible hedges, shelterbelts, and homesteads
 • Avoid wet, soggy ground

Prunus tomentosa (Nanking Cherry)



KEN’S TIPS

COMMON MISTAKES 

ALASKA NOTES
Alaska-Specific Tips:
• Extremely hardy and wind tolerant
 • Excellent for exposed sites and difficult climates
 • One of the best fruiting shrubs for Alaska shelterbelts
 • Early bloom may occasionally risk late frost damage in colder
pockets
 • Birds love the fruit — harvest quickly or net plants

PRUNING & MAINTENANCE
Pruning:
• Prune after fruiting or in late winter
 • Remove dead, crowded, or older branches
 • Can be shaped into hedge form or natural shrub
Fertilizing:
• Compost or balanced fertilizer in spring
 • Avoid excessive nitrogen to preserve fruiting

• Planting in heavy wet soil
 • Too much shade
 • Overwatering mature shrubs
 • Expecting heavy crops from a single shrub
 • Waiting too long to harvest fruit before birds do

• Nanking Cherry is one of the toughest edible shrubs you
can grow in Alaska — if you want beauty, pollinator support,
privacy, and fruit in one package, this is a powerhouse.

POLLINATION
Pollination:
• Best fruit production with multiple plants for cross-pollination
 • Plant 2 or more for heavier crops


	Sun:
	Water:
	Mature Size:
	Hardiness Zone:
	Growth Rate:
	Bloom Time:
	Bloom Color:
	Fruit Harvest:
	Fruit:
	Best Planting Conditions:
	Pollination:
	Alaska-Specific Tips:
	Pruning:
	Fertilizing:

