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Alpine Currant
Ribes alpinum (Alpine Currant)

CARE REQUIREMENTS

Sun:

+ Full Sun to Partial Shade

Water:

- Low to Moderate

- Drought tolerant once established

Mature Size:

5= 6t trall

- 4-6 ft wide (larger if unpruned)

Hardiness Zone:

- USDA Zones 2-7

- Excellent for Alaska

Growth Rate:

- Moderate to Fast

Bloom Time:

- Spring

Bloom Color:

- Small greenish-yellow flowers (not highly ornamental)
Fruit:

- Small red to dark berries (depending on plant sex)

* Primarily ornamental, not typically grown for fruit production

PLANTING

Best Planting Conditions:

- Adaptable to full sun or partial shade

- Prefers well-drained soil but highly tolerant of varied conditions

- Excellent for formal hedges, borders, foundation plantings, and windbreaks
- Tolerates urban conditions, pruning, and colder exposed sites

- Avoid consistently soggy soil



SPACING

Spacing:
- Hedge: 2-3 ft apart
- Natural shrub form: 4-6 ft apart

ALASKA NOTES

Alaska-Specific Tips:

- Excellent for cold, windy, and exposed areas

- One of the best structured hedge plants for northern climates
- Handles pruning extremely well

- Great for privacy without high maintenance

- Deer resistance may vary by region

PRUNING & MAINTENANCE

Pruning:

- Highly tolerant of shaping and shearing

- Excellent for formal hedges

* Prune in late winter or after spring flush

- Remove older stems periodically to maintain density
Fertilizing:

- Compost or balanced fertilizer in spring

- Generally low-maintenance and not heavy-feeding

COMMON MISTAKES
- Overwatering poorly drained soils
- Ignoring pruning if formal hedge shape is desired
- Planting too close for mature spread
- Expecting showy flowers or fruit like edible currants

KEN'’S TIPS

* Alpine Currant is one of Alaska’s best “workhorse shrubs”
— dependable, clean-looking, cold-hardy, and ideal when
you need privacy, structure, or a polished landscape
without constant upkeep.



	Sun:
	Water:
	Mature Size:
	Hardiness Zone:
	Growth Rate:
	Bloom Time:
	Bloom Color:
	Fruit:
	Best Planting Conditions:
	Spacing:
	Alaska-Specific Tips:
	Pruning:
	• Remove older stems periodically to maintain density
	Fertilizing:

