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Red Lake Currant

Ribes rubrum ‘Red Lake’

CARE REQUIREMENTS

Sun:

* Full Sun to Partial Shade

- Best fruiting and berry sweetness in full sun
Water:

- Moderate

* Prefers evenly moist, well-drained soil
Mature Size:

» 3-5 ft tall

- 3-5 ft wide

Hardiness Zone:

- USDA Zones 3—/

- Excellent for Alaska and northern climates
Growth Rate:

- Moderate

Bloom Time:

- Spring

Bloom Color:

- Small greenish-yellow flowers

Fruit Harvest:

- Mid to Late Summer

Fruit:

- Long hanging clusters of translucent bright red berries
- Tart-sweet flavor

- Excellent fresh, for jelly, syrup, juice, baking, and preserves



PLANTING

Best Planting Conditions:

- Plant in full sun for maximum berry production

- Tolerates partial shade

- Prefers fertile, organically rich, well-drained soil

- Excellent for edible landscapes, berry rows, and homestead gardens
- Avoid soggy or extremely dry conditions

SPACING
Spacing:
- 3-5 ft apart

ALASKA NOTES
Alaska-Specific Tips:
- Excellent cold hardiness for Alaska gardens
» Performs very well in cooler summers
- Fruit quality often improves in northern climates
* Protect ripening fruit from birds if needed
- Mulch before winter for root protection and moisture retention

PRUNING & MAINTENANCE

Pruning:

- Prune in late winter or early spring

» Fruit forms best on 2-3 year old wood

- Remove older, weak, or crowded canes periodically

- Maintain airflow and open structure for healthy fruiting
Fertilizing:

- Compost or balanced fertilizer in spring

- Benefits from organic matter and mulch

COMMON MISTAKES
- Allowing soil to dry excessively during fruiting
- Overcrowded growth reducing airflow
- Too much shade decreasing berry production
- Over-pruning young productive wood
- Poor drainage leading to root stress

KEN’S TIPS

* Red Lake Currant is one of the prettiest fruiting shrubs you can grow —
those glowing red berry clusters look almost jewel-like against Alaska
landscapes and make incredible jelly.
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