
Golden Flowering Currant

CARE REQUIREMENTS
Sun:
• Full Sun to Partial Shade
 • Best flowering and fruiting in full sun
Water:
• Low to Moderate
 • Drought tolerant once established
Mature Size:
• 4–8 ft tall
 • 4–8 ft wide
Hardiness Zone:
• USDA Zones 2–7
 • Excellent for Alaska and cold climates
Growth Rate:
• Moderate to Fast
Bloom Time:
• Mid to Late Spring
Bloom Color:
• Bright golden yellow
Fragrance:
• Strong clove/spice scent
Fruit Harvest:
• Mid to Late Summer
Fruit:
• Small berries ranging from yellow-orange to red, purple, or black
when mature
 • Sweet to mildly tart

Ribes aureum 
(Golden Currant / Clove Currant)



KEN’S TIPS

COMMON MISTAKES 

ALASKA NOTES
Alaska-Specific Tips:
• Excellent cold hardiness
 • Great for exposed or rural properties
 • Native adaptability makes it a strong low-maintenance option
 • Early blooms support pollinators
 • Fruit attracts birds and wildlife
 • May tolerate drier conditions better than many fruiting shrubs

PRUNING & MAINTENANCE
Pruning:
• Prune after flowering if shaping is desired
 • Remove older stems periodically to encourage vigorous growth
 • Can be maintained as hedge or naturalized shrub
Fertilizing:
• Generally low-maintenance
 • Compost or balanced fertilizer in spring if desired

• Planting in poorly drained soils
 • Overwatering mature shrubs
 • Excessive pruning before bloom (reduces flowers)
 • Too much shade reducing bloom density
 • Forgetting wildlife may harvest fruit quickly

• Golden Currant may be one of the most underrated shrubs
for Alaska-style landscapes — fragrant spring blooms,
edible fruit, pollinator power, and cold-hardy toughness all
in one beautiful package.

SPACING
Spacing:
• 4–6 ft apart for hedges
 • 6–8 ft apart for natural form

Best Planting Conditions:
• Plant in full sun for maximum bloom and fruit production
 • Tolerates partial shade
 • Adaptable to many soil types, including poorer soils
 • Prefers well-drained soil
 • Excellent for naturalized plantings, edible hedges, pollinator gardens, and
shelterbelts
 • Avoid persistently soggy conditions

PLANTING
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